
 

NIAA Grants Committee 2011 Round 1 
Wednesday 22 June at 10.00 am 

In the 6th Floor Council Chamber – Churchill House 
 
 

Members 
 
Prof D Lambert (Leicester)  Chair 
Dr D Bogod (Nottingham)  Representing AAGBI 
Dr P Clyburn (Cardiff)   Representing Anaesthesia 
Dr K Forrest (Leeds)   Representing SEA UK 
Dr J Hardman (Nottingham)  Representing ARS 
Mr D Hepworth    Lay Member, PLG, RCoA 
Dr I Moppett (Nottingham)  Representing BJA 
Professor Marc Van de Velde  Representing OAA 
Professor A Wolf (Bristol)  Representing APAGBI 
 
In attendance: 
Miss C Bunnell     NIAA Administrator 
 
 
 

M I N U T E S 
 
 
2011/R1/01 WELCOME 
The Chair welcomed committee members to the meeting, particularly Professor Wolf as this was the 
Association of Paediatric Anaesthetists of Great Britain & Ireland’s (APAGBI) first meeting. 
 
2011/R1/02 APOLOGIES 
There were no apologies for absence. 
 
2011/R1/03 DECLARATION OF CONFLICTS OF INTEREST 
Committee members were reminded to declare any conflicts of interest. 

 
2011/R1/04  CONSIDERATION OF ANAESTHESIA/AAGBI ‘DEPARTMENTAL PROJECT 

GRANT’ PRESENTED BY DRs DAVID BOGOD AND PAUL CLYBURN 
 
 
Thirteen applications received in total. 
A sum of £284,842.99 requested. 
Three awards made to the value of £46,740.00. 
One award made to the value of £23,510.00 (funded by BJA). 
 
 
 
 



Funded Projects 
 
Dr Shruti Chillistone (Nottingham) 
Handing over care on patient discharge from critical care ward to the general ward: a multi-
professional, multi-level solution. 
Funded to the requested cost of £12,782.00. 
 
Professor Helen Galley (Aberdeen) 
Development of a “Glo-Cell” biosensor to investigate the role of zinc in sepsis. 
Funded to the requested cost of £23,510.00. 
It was agreed that this would be funded by the British Journal of Anaesthesia (BJA). 
 
Dr Niraj Gopinath (Leicester) 
Comparison of analgesic efficacy of posterior transversus abdominis plane (TAP) catheters with 
epidural analgesia in patients undergoing laparoscopic colorectal surgery. 
Funded to the requested cost of £20,950.00. 
 
Dr Christopher Hawthorne (Glasgow) 
The relationship between transcranial bioimpedance and invasive intracranial pressure 
measurement in traumatic brain injury patients. 
Funded to the cost of £13,008.00, minus open access fee. 
 
2011/R1/05  CONSIDERATION OF OAA ‘LARGE PROJECT GRANT’PRESENTED BY 

PROFESSOR MARC VAN DE VELDE 
 
Two applications received in total. 
A sum of £54,502.92 requested. 
No awards were made. 
 
2011/R1/06  CONSIDERATION OF OAA ‘SMALL PROJECT GRANT’ PRESENTED BY 

PROFESSOR MARC VAN DE VELDE 
 
Three applications received in total. 
A sum of £20,890.06 requested. 
Three awards were made to the value of £20,891.00. 
 
Funded Projects 
 
Dr Jeremy Campbell (London) 
The performance of leucocyte filters for the safe re-transfusion of unwashed blood salvaged at 
caesarean section in resource-poor situations. 
Funded to the requested cost of £4,491.00. 
 
Dr Roshan Fernando (London) 
Does a 30° head up position in term parturients with a BMI ≥ 35kg/m2 increase FRC? 
Funded to the requested cost of £9,900.00. 
 
Dr Kevin McCarthy (Dublin) 
Changes in cytokines and neurotrophins in cerebrospinal fluid during labour pain. 
Funded to the requested cost of £6,500.00. 
 
 
 



 

 

2011/R1/07  CONSIDERATION OF APAGBI ‘SMALL RESEARCH GRANT’ PRESENTED BY 
PROFESSOR ANDREW WOLF 

 
Six applications received in total. 
A sum of £101,333.31 requested. 
One award made to the value of £23,091.00. 
One award made to the value of £3,024.00, pending approval from the APAGBI Council. 
 
Funded Projects 
 
Dr Helen Hume-Smith (London) 
Endoscopic evaluation of the paediatric airway after prior prolonged (>24hrs) tracheal intubation. 
Funded to the requested cost of £23,091.00. 
 
Dr Michael Macmahon (Edinburgh) 
A case-crossover study investigating alternations of the ECG baseline in ventilated children 
undergoing thoracoscopic surgery: a reliable indicator of pneumothorax? 
Funded to the requested cost of £3,024.00, pending approval from the APAGBI Council. 
(Funding confirmed) 
 
2011/R1/08 CONSIDERATION OF ARS ‘HEATH FAMILY GRANT’ PRESENTED BY DR 

JONATHAN HARDMAN 
 
This item was chaired by Dr Paul Clyburn as Professor David Lambert had a conflict of interest with 
one application in this category. Professor Lambert remained present throughout the discussion 
however. 
 
Five applications received in total. 
A sum of £63,103.40 requested. 
One award made to the value of £12,815. 
One award made to the value of £5,288.40, pending approval from the Anaesthetic Research Society 
(ARS). 
 
Funded Projects 
 
Dr Simon Scott (Leicester) 
Differential expression of nociceptin receptor (NOP) and pre-pro nociceptin / orphanin FQ (pp-
N/OFQ) amongst leucoctyes and their subpopulations. 
Funded to the requested cost of £12,815.00. 
 
Dr Samantha Wilson (London) 
Determining the relationships between perioperative risk, socioeconomic characteristics, short term 
postoperative morbidity, and long term patient reported health gain and survival after joint 
replacement surgery. 
Funded to the requested cost of £5,288.40, pending approval from the ARS. 
(Funding confirmed) 
 
 
 
 
 
 



2011/R1/09  CONSIDERATION OF BJA/RCoA ‘PROJECT GRANT’ PRESENTED BY DR IAIN 
MOPPETT 

 
Five applications received in total. 
A sum of £200,249.36 requested. 
One award made to the value of £30,445.00. 
 
Funded Project 
 
Dr Carsten Bantel (London) 
Metabolic Characterisation of Human Models of Burn Pain. 
Funded to the requested cost of £30,445.00, conditional on ethical approval. 
 
 
2011/R1/10 CONSIDERATION OF SEA UK ‘PROJECT GRANT’ PRESENTED BY DR KIRSTY FORREST 
 
Six applications received in total. 
A sum of £50,233.52 requested. 
Two awards made to the value of £13,263.00. 
 
Funded Projects 
 
Dr Nicholas Crabtree (Oxford) 
ST1 Anaesthetic Recruit Training (START): A randomised, controlled single blinded trial to evaluate 
simulation enhanced teaching methods for novice anaesthetic trainees. 
Funded to the requested cost of £10,333.00. Additional feedback required by SEA (UK). 
 
Dr Marina Sawdon (Durham) 
Relating professionalism and conscientiousness to develop an objective, scalar measure of 
professionalism in anaesthetic trainees. 
Funded at a much reduced cost of £2,930.00. Additional feedback required by SEA (UK). 
 
 
2011/R1/11 ANY OTHER BUSINESS 
 

(i) The Committee received a copy of the governance documents relating to the 
National Institute of Academic Anaesthesia (NIAA) Convened Grants Committees, for 
information. The Chair asked members to submit any comments to him and 
reported that an amended version of the document would be sent to the NIAA 
Board for approval on Thursday 21 July. 
 

(ii) The Chair reported that he would be contacting specialist societies regarding their 
participation in 2011 R2 soon. 

 

(iii) Dr David Bogod reported that this would probably be his last meeting as AAGBI 
representative, as he would be completing his term of office as Vice-President of the 
AAGBI shortly. Following this, Dr Paul Clyburn reported that Dr Mike Nathanson 
would be representing Anaesthesia at future meetings and that he might succeed Dr 
Bogod in the AAGBI role. 


